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Secretary Kerry posed with his fellow E.U., P5+1, and Iranian

counterparts at the Austria Center in Vienna, Austria, on July 14, 2015,

before the formal announcement of the agreement concluding the Iranian

nuclear negotiations. (Photo: U.S. State Department)

Contact: Kelsey Davenport (https://www.armscontrol.org/about/dkimball), Director of Nonproliferation Policy, (202) 463-8270 x102

The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) is a detailed, 159-

page agreement with five annexes reached by Iran and the P5+1

(China France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the

United States) on July 14, 2015. The nuclear deal was endorsed by

UN Security Council Resolution 2231, adopted on July 20, 2015.

Iran’s compliance with the nuclear-related provisions of the JCPOA

will be verified by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

according to certain requirements set forth in the agreement. On

May 8, 2018, President Trump announced that the United States

would withdraw from the JCPOA and reinstate U.S. nuclear

sanctions on the Iranian regime. 

The following is a summary of the timeline and key components of the multi-year agreement.

Timeline for Implementation

• July 14, 2015, Finalization Day: conclusion of the agreement. Finalization day triggers Iran and the United States to begin

domestic review processes of the JCPOA. Iran also begins providing the IAEA with information necessary for the agency to

complete its investigation into past activities related to nuclear weapons development. 

• October 18, 2015, Adoption Day: 90 days after the passage of the UN Security Council Resolution endorsing the deal (July 20,

2015). Adoption day triggers Iran and the P5+1 to take steps (outlined below) to meet the commitments to fully implement the

JCPOA. 

• January 16, 2016, Implementation Day: the IAEA certifies that Iran has taken the key steps to restrict its nuclear program and

has put in place increased monitoring. The IAEA's report on implementation day triggers U.S., EU, and UN sanctions relief. 

October 2023, Transition Day: Eight years after adoption day (or the IAEA reaching its broader conclusion on Iran's nuclear

program, whichever is sooner). Adoption day triggers the UN to lift missile restrictions, Iran to seek ratification of its

additional protocol, the EU to terminate all remaining nuclear sanctions, United States to remove certain entities from the

sanctioned list, and the United States to seek legislative termination of certain sanctions.

October 2025, Termination Day: Ten years after adoption day. Termination day terminates Resolution 2231 and the Security

Council closes Iran's nuclear file. 
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Join the Arms Control Association (/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=5)
The Arms Control Association depends on the generous contributions of individuals who share our goal of promoting
public understanding of and support for effective arms control policies. ACA is a nonpartisan, nonprofit membership
organization, and your financial support makes a difference. Your membership comes with a 12-month subscription to
Arms Control Today.
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